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Abstract 

We report the first documented predation of invertebrates by greater grisons (Galictis vittata) based 
on camera-trap footage from a mineral lick in Southeastern Peru. Two adult individuals were 
recorded capturing and consuming large arachnids, likely whip spiders (Amblypygi), from a natural 
cavity. One grison visibly removed and discarded part of the prey prior to ingestion, suggesting 
selective handling to reduce risk from defensive structures. These observations extend the known 
cavity-focused foraging behavior of G. vittata and indicate that amblypygids may represent an 
underreported but regular prey item in tropical habitats. 
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Resumen 

 Reportamos la primera evidencia documentada de depredación de invertebrados por 
parte del grisón (Galictis vittata), basada en registros de cámaras trampa obtenidos de un 
collpa en el sureste del Perú. Se registraron dos individuos adultos capturando y 
consumiendo grandes arácnidos, probablemente amblipígidos (Amblypygi), extraídos de 
una cavidad. Uno de los individuos removió y descartó visiblemente parte de la presa antes 
de ingerirla, lo que sugiere un manejo selectivo destinado a reducir el riesgo asociado con 
estructuras defensivas. Estas observaciones amplían el conocimiento sobre el 
comportamiento de forrajeo centrado en cavidades de G. vittata e indican que los 
amblipígidos podrían constituir un ítem presa subreportado pero regular en hábitats 
tropicales. 

Palabras clave: Amblipígido, Cámaras trampa, Forrajeo en cavidades. 

 

The greater grison Galictis vittata (Carnivora, Mustelidae) is a mustelid with a broad 
geographic distribution across Central and South America (Yensen & Tarifa 2003). It is rare 
throughout its range however, particularly within the Amazon basin (Champagne et al. 2024; 
Janson & Emmons 1990). The species is also elusive and difficult to detect in the field, 
resulting in few direct observations and limited ecological studies (Bornholdt et al. 2013; 
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Yensen &Tarifa 2003). Consequently, G. vittata has been identified as a priority species for 
research in the region (Oliveira 2009). The limited information available suggests it is a 
generalist predator whose diet consists primarily of small vertebrates, mainly mammals, 
but also birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish (Bisbal 1986; Cintra 1988; Hidalgo-Mihart et al. 
2018; Kays 1996; Sunquist et al. 1989; Yensen &Tarifa 2003). 

We recorded valuable video footage on this species within the Los Amigos Conservation 
Concession, Peru (Figure 1). The site lies at ~250 masl, encompassing terra firme and várzea 
forests, oxbow lakes, bamboo thickets, and palm swamps, with a humid tropical climate 
(Whitworth et al. 2022). A Browning Strikeforce camera trap was set up at a mineral lick 
where a small natural cavity had formed (-12.5394, -70.0795). The camera trap was 
programmed to record 15s videos with a 10s delay between triggers. On 10 July 2024, 
between 10:40 and 10:42 h, Three consecutive video clips documented a pair of adult G. 
vittata preying upon large arachnids. 

 
Figure 1. Map of the study area showing the Los Amigos Conservation Concession and the camera 
trap location. 

In the first clip, one individual entered the cavity while the second arrived a few seconds 
later and remained outside. Shortly thereafter, a large arachnid emerged from the cavity 
and was intercepted by the second individual before the first could capture it. The prey 
appears to be a whip spider (Arachnida: Amblypygi) based on its large size and apparent 
flattened body (Weygoldt 2000). However, definitive taxonomic identification was not 
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possible due to the inherent limitations of camera trap imagery for distinguishing 
invertebrate taxa. In the second clip, the first individual exited the cavity carrying a second 
large arachnid of similar appearance. Both individuals then handled and consumed their 
prey in close proximity to one another (Figure 2). One individual was observed to remove 
and discard part of the body before consuming the remainder of the prey. In the third clip, 
both individuals finished feeding. One individual left the frame almost immediately, while 
the second briefly inspected the cavity before departing in the same direction as the first 
and opposite to the direction from which they had arrived in the first clip. 

 
Figure 2. Screenshot of a camera trap video displaying a pair of G. vittata feeding on large arachnids. 

Although invertebrates have been mentioned in general descriptions of the diet of G. 
vittata (Yensen & Tarifa 2003), clear documentation of their predation remains absent. The 
frequently cited accounts report a captive individual attacked insects and a tarantula but 
did not ingest them (Kaufmann & Kaufmann 1965). An earlier observation inferred 
insectivory based on interactions with experimentally offered injured roaches to a captive 
individual (Dalquest & Roberts 1951). To date, there are therefore no clear records 
documenting the predation of invertebrate prey by G. vittata. 

The hunting behavior observed in this study is consistent with previous suggestions that 
G. vittata specializes in exploiting cavities and burrows as foraging sites (Whitworth 2023). 
Captive individuals have similarly been reported to investigate and enter large rodent 
burrows (Yensen & Tarifa 2003). Our observations extend this cavity-focused foraging 
strategy to the capture of invertebrate prey.  

During prey handling, one individual was observed to bite and discard a body part before 
consuming the remainder. Video resolution limited exact identification, but the removed 
structure appeared to be the anterior region. Amblypygids possess enlarged raptorial 
pedipalps and are capable of rapid defensive movements, which may pose a risk to 
predators (Weygoldt 2000). This selective removal may therefore reduce the risk associated 
with handling and consumption of this taxa. 
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This specialized level of observed prey processing suggests that such prey may be 
encountered regularly during cavity-focused foraging. Amblypygids could therefore 
represent a potentially important and underreported prey item for G. vittata in tropical 
habitats. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

We thank the promotores from the Los Amigos Conservation Concession for their assis-
tance with transportation to the mineral lick. We are also grateful to the Gordon and 
Betty Moore Foundation for financial support. 

DATA AVAILABILITY 
The camera trap footage can be accessed through the following link: 
https://doi.org/10.5446/72418 

REFERENCES 
Bisbal FJ. 1986. Food habits of some Neotropical carnivores in Venezuela (Mammalia, Carnivora). 

Mammalia 50: 329–339. https://doi.org/10.1515/mamm.1986.50.3.329 

Bornholdt R, Helgen KM, Koepfli KP, Oliveira L, Lucherini M, Eizirik E. 2013. Taxonomic revision of the 
genus Galictis (Carnivora: Mustelidae): species delimitation, morphological diagnosis, and 
refined mapping of geographical distribution. Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 167: 
449–472. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1096-3642.2012.00859.x 

Champagne P, Crnobrna B, Kazmi M, Payne C. 2024. Lowland interior-forest stream habitat of Galictis 
vittata (Carnivora: Mustelidae) on the Las Piedras tributary, southeastern Peru. Mammalogy 
Notes 10: 408–408. https://doi.org/10.47603/mano.v10n2.408 

Cintra R. 1988. Bufo marinus (marine toad) predation. Herpetological Review 19: 82. 

Dalquest WW, Roberts JH. 1951. Behavior of young grisons in captivity. The American Midland 
Naturalist 46: 359–366. https://doi.org/10.2307/2421983 

Hidalgo-Mihart MG, Juárez-López R, Contreras-Moreno F, de la Cruz AJ, López-Luna MA. Bravata-de 
la Cruz Y. 2018. Greater grison (Galictis vittata) hunts a Central American indigo snake 
(Drymarchon melanurus) in southeastern Mexico. The Southwestern Naturalist 63: 197–199. 
https://doi.org/10.1894/0038-4909-63-3-197 

Janson CH. Emmons LH. 1990. Ecological structure of the non-flying mammal community at Cocha 
Cashu Biological Station, Manu National Park, Peru. In: Gentry AH, editor. New Haven: Yale 
University Press. p. 314–338. 

Kaufmann JH. Kaufmann A. 1965. Observations of the behavior of tayras and grisons. Zeitschrift für 
Säugetierkunde 30: 146–155. 

Kays RW. 1996. Comments on the behavior of a grison (Galictis vittata) hunting an agouti (Dasyprocta 
punctata). Small Carnivore Conservation 15: 5. 

Oliveira TG. 2009. Notes on the distribution, status, and research priorities of little-known small 
carnivores in Brazil. Small Carnivore Conservation 41: 22–24. 

Sunquist ME. Sunquist F. Daneke DE. 1989. Ecological separation in a Venezuelan llanos carnivore 
community. In: Redford KH, Eisenberg JF, editors. Gainesville: Sandhill Crane Press. p. 197–
232. 

https://doi.org/10.47603/mano.v12n2.608
https://doi.org/10.5446/72418
https://doi.org/10.1515/mamm.1986.50.3.329
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1096-3642.2012.00859.x
https://doi.org/10.47603/mano.v10n2.408
https://doi.org/10.2307/2421983
https://doi.org/10.1894/0038-4909-63-3-197


 

 Mammalogy Notes 2026, 12(2), 608; https://doi.org/10.47603/mano.v12n2.608              5/5 

Whitworth A. 2023. Greater grison (Galictis vittata) predation events upon paca (Cuniculus paca) 
suggest a cavity-targeted hunting strategy. Neotropical Biodiversity 9: 56–58. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/23766808.2023.2185175 

Whitworth A, Beirne C, Basto A, Flatt E, Tobler M, Powell G, Terborgh J, Forsyth A. 2022. Disappearance 
of an ecosystem engineer, the white-lipped peccary (Tayassu pecari), leads to density 
compensation and ecological release. Oecologia 199: 937–949. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00442-022-05233-5 

Weygoldt P. 2000. Whip spiders (Chelicerata: Amblypygi): Their biology, morphology and systematics. 
Stenstrup: Apollo Books. 

Yensen E, Tarifa T. 2003. Galictis vittata. Mammalian Species: 727: 1–8. https://doi.org/10.1644/0.727.1 

Editor: Carlos H. Cáceres-Martinez  
Received: 2026-02-20  
Accepted: 2026-05-17  

Published: 2026-09-21 

https://doi.org/10.47603/mano.v12n2.608
https://doi.org/10.1080/23766808.2023.2185175
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00442-022-05233-5
https://doi.org/10.1644/0.727.1

